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This forest has been certified by Preferred by Nature as meeting the
requirements of FSC national forest standard no.




Certificate Holder

Certificate Holder and Certification Bod

Details

1.01 Certificate holder name *

Downeast Lakes Land Trust

1.02.1 Street Address *

4 Water Street

1.02.2 Address Line 2

1.02.3 City *

Grand Lake Stream

1.02.4 State or Province ME
1.02.5 Postal Code 04668
1.03 Country * USA

1.04 Contact person full name *

Ernest Carle

1.05 Email *

ernest.carle@gmail.com

1.06 Telephone

(207)904-7767

1.07 Website *

Certificate Parameters

www.downeastlakes.org

1.08 FSC licence code *

FSC-C016026

1.09 Certificate code *

NC-FM/CoC-002682

1.10 Former certificate code (if any)

1.11 Certificate type * FM/COC
1.12 Group certificate * No
1.13.1 Initial certification date * 2007-10-16
1.13.2 Most recent certification date * 2022-09-08
1.13.3 Certificate expiry date * 2027-09-08
1.14 Total number of MUs in the scope of

o 2
certificate *
1.15 Total area certified * 24191,00 ha

1.16 Change of scope since previous audit* No

1.16.1 Nature of scope change

1.17 Ecosystem services (ES) in the scope * No

1.25 Name and/or location of the certified
forest area(s)

Washington County, Maine

Certification Body

1.18 Certification body name *

Preferred by Nature

1.19.1 Street Address * Filosoofi 31
1.19.2 Address Line 2

1.19.3 City * Tartu
1.19.4 State

1.19.5 Postal Code 50108

1.20 Country * Estonia
1.21 Contact person full name * Kate Locke

1.22 Email *

klocke@preferredbynature.org

1.23 Telephone

1.24 Website *

www.preferredbynature.org



The evaluation process

Inputs

Audit Parameters

2.01 Audit type * Surveillance
2.01.1 Audit sequence Surveillance
2.02 Audit start date * 2023-06-27
2.16 First stakeholder consultation date for this audit

2.03 Audit finish date * 2023-06-27
2.04 Total person days * 45

2.05 Date of report * 2023-09-13
2.06 Total area under evaluation * 57576,00 ha

Normative Documents

2.07 Evaluated international normative document(s)

2.07.1 Trademark standard FSC-STD-50-001 * Yes

2.07.2 Group standard FSC-STD-30-005 * No

2.07.3 CoC standard FSC-STD-40-004 * No

2.07.4 ES procedure FSC-PRO-30-006 * No

2.07.5 Excision Policy FSC-POL-20-003 * No

2.07.6 Pesticides Policy FSC-POL-30-001 * No

2.07.7 Apnlicable NTFP Standard * Yes

2.07.8 CIP FSC PRO 30-011 * No

2.08 Code(s) of NFSS or INS used * no

2.09 Web link to the standard used https://connect.fsc.ora/document-centre

2.10 If applicable, the adaptation process of CB interim standard



The evaluation process

Question Inputs

Certification Decision

2.20 Conditions (corrections of minor non-conformities) or
pre-conditions (corrections of major non-conformities)

associated with the certification decision

2.20.1 No specific condition * Yes

2.20.2 Correction of minor NCRs issued within required timelines *  No

2.20.3 Correction of major NCRs issued within required timelines *  No

2.20.4 Correction of the pre-conditions to certification identified * No

2.20.5 Other

2.21 Lead auditor opinion
2.21.1 The certificate holder's system of management, if
implemented as described, is capable of ensuring that all of the

requirements of the applicable standard(s) are met over the whole Yes
forest area covered by the scope of the evaluation. *

2.21.2 The certificate holder has demonstrated, subject to correction

of the identified non-conformities, that the described system of Yes

management is being implemented consistently over the whole
forest area covered by the scope of the certificate. *

2.22 Auditor recommendation for the certificate holder’s
manaaement svstem and performance
2.22.1 A certificate can only be issued/reissued/maintained when all

identified Major CARs are closed * Yes
2.22.2 The FM system of the evaluated enterprise does not comply
with the provisions and standards of FSC. Due to the number of No

identified major non-compliances the auditors recommend the
immediate suspension of the certificate *

2.23 Certification decision * Maintain

2.24 Decision detail

2.25 Decision date * 2023-08-08
2.26 Decision making entity * Preferred by Nature




Audit itinerary

4.01 Audit ltinerary Item
Start Date

4.02 Hours  4.03 MUs or members

4.04 Activities

Audit evidence due from FME, then review by

Type of Site

4.05 Site detail

2023-06-19 20,00 All Auditor offices Yes

auditors.

T VEST SIES, TUaU WUIK, WaleT

2023-06-27 3,00 Al Opening meeting, document review, field audit, ey office and feld sites on FMU Yes Yes  Yes Yes  Yes  Yes Yes Yes crossings, planned harvest

closing meeting areas, landings (some with wood
2023-07-11 8,00 Al From period of aud_i( to 7/11/?3: stakeholdeli Auditor offices

contact; further evidence review; report writing.
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #1 Road brusing work with road brushing machine on Pineo Mt. Road leading to new trailhead. Area is in eco-reserve. Brushing contractor not on site but reviewed contract.
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #2 Amazon Road brushing
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #3 Amazon Road culvert replacements. One issue with a culvert that was not just a cross-drain but also included a flowing intermittent stream with ditch into stream. OBS 01-23
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #4 Bear Trap Landing Road old wooden bridge site crossing Amazon Brook, a substantial drainage. FME staff pointed out the failing wooden footings. Looking for funding to replace with new bridge to BMP standards. OBS 2-23
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #5 Series of patch cuts conducted in winter 2022-23 for early successional habitat creation near Musquash wetlands. These were small patches of .5 acres +/- completed with cut-to-length system to assure this recreation trail area was left clean.
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #6 Daugherty Ridge patch cuts conducted with whole tree harvesting equipment in winter 2022-23. This was the second series of patch cuts in an area designated for 3 cycles of adjacent cuts for wildiife over 40 year period. Noted on one landing that FI
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #7 Dark Cove planned harvest on Dobsy Dam Road. Harvest will be thinning and was supposed to take place during winter 2022-23 but was not completed. Schedule for this year. Checked boundary marked for eco-reserve to assure harvesting was not
2023-07-11 5,00 Onsite field visit Site #8 Planting of white oak on thinned area in 2022. Good survival of seedlings observed.
2023-07-11 5,00




Forest management enterprise information

Inputs

Forest Area

5.02 Brief description of any area of forest over which the certificate
holder has some responsibility, whether as owner (including shared
or partial ownership), manager, consultant or other responsibility)
which the certificate holder has chosen to exclude from the scope of
the certificate, together with an explanation of the reason.

100 acre parcel in Talmadge is excluded because there is no active forest management on it; 10 acre
parcel in Grand Lake Stream is excluded because it was purchased as the site of the new DLLT
headquarters building with no forest mangement.

5.03 Area of forest owned/managed but excluded from MUs in
the scope of certification

5.03.1 According to FSC-POL-20-003 * 00 ha
5.03.2 Other reasons * 44 ha

5.19 Environmental safeguards relevant to forest operations

5.19.1 buffer zone * Yes
5.19.2 chemical use control * No
5.19.3 conservation area set aside * Yes




Forest management enterprise information

Inputs

5.19 Environmental safeguards relevant to forest operations

5.19.1 buffer zone * Yes
5.19.2 chemical use control * No

5.19.3 conservation area set aside * Yes
5.19.4 erosion control * Yes

5.19.5 other, please specify

5.20 Description of environmental safeguards



Management Units

7.01 MU name *

7.02 Forest zone *

Area Units: ha

7.03 SLIMF type *

7.04 Tenure-ownership *

7.05 Tenure-

management *

7.06 Centroid Latitude *

7.07 Centroid Longitude
*

7.08 Total production

forest area *

7.09 Total non-
production forest area *

7.10 Total area of MU *

Number of Valid Entries: 2 Area Totals 22.291,00 1.900,00! 24.191,00
Downeast Lakes Land Trust Temperate Non-SLIMF Private Community 45,17951600 -67,77444600 21.476,00 1.824,00 23.300,00
Lakeville Forest Tract Temperate Non-SLIMF Private Community 45,23444000 -67,87808000 815,00 76,00 891,00




Main commercial timber species included in scope of the certificate

8.01 Species *

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr.

8.02 Product code *

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

8.03 Trade name

Hemlock Stud

8.05 Remarks

Market Restricted

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr.

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Hemlock Pulpwood

Market suspended in 2023

Tsuga canadensis (L.) Carr.

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Hemlock Logs

Market Restricted

Picea rubens

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Spruce Studs

Picea rubens

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Spruce/Fir Pulpwood

Acer rubrum

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Hardwood Pulpwood

Acer rubrum

W1.2 Fuel wood

Hardwood Firewood

Populus tremuloides

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

Popple Pulpwood

Market Restricted

Pinus strobus

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

White Pine Logs

Pinus strobus

W1.1 Roundwood (logs)

White Pine Pulp




Stakeholder comment(s)

12.01

Stakeholder 12.02 Stakeholder description 12.03 Stakeholder’s comment a0d NO““.Ed 12'95 |ntgrwewgd 12.06 CB’s follow up
before audit? during this audit?
group
!Econom|c Local business owner FME generally dom.g gogd job. Getting u;ed to limits on spring road No Yes N/A
interests access and some limitations on snowmobile use
Reduction in harvest levels has caused this contactor to be working
Forest workers, . X
contractors Logging contractor mostly elsehwere when 10 years ago they operated almost exclusively No Yes N/A
on FMU. FME good to work with though.
National and
state forest Conservation easement monitor Compliance with conservation easement terms is good. No Yes N/A
agencies
Economic State agency (certified) that sold ~ Sold tractor trailer load of firewood to FME for FME program to No Yes N/A
interests firewood to FME distribute firewood to needy families
National and . ’ ) ) )
state forest State agency regulatory Elrilsn compliance with state laws and regulations. No outstanding No Yes N/A
agencies :
National and . ) . . .
state forest State agency regulatory II;I;/I;;n compliance with state laws and regulations. No outstanding No Yes N/A
agencies :




13.04 Complaint detail * 508 13.06 Actions * 13.07 Close

Open/Closed * date *




Nonconformities/Observations raised

14.01 Unique

Finding D2

14.04 Due date  14.05 Close
conformity Ref .

1070pen! 44 og standard+ 1409 Clause = -+085ue date *

14.06 Grading * oo date *

number *

14.10 Requirement *

Forest operations meet or exceed Best Management Practices (BMPS) that

14.11 Description of audit finding * 14.12 Corrective action taken by the auditee

On the Amazon Road, a series of cross-drain culverts had been replaced just
before the audit because some were crushed and others needing re-installations.
One such installation actual was at a site where an intermittent stream (running on
the day of the audit) emptied into the cross drain culvert and flowed on the other

14.13 CB's review of corrective actions

0123 Obs Open NFSS 65b 2023-06-29 dress ampomente of the Ortorion whers s oneration takes piace side of the road into a wetland area. Though inconsistent with the Maine BMP.
P per place. manual, the drainage ditch terminated into the stream at the culvert. Further,
according the Maine BMP manual, the culvert used, a new poly 18" culvert, was
undersized for the size of the stream. No other culverts or BMP installations were
found to be inconsistent with Maine BMPs during the audit.
The transportation system, including design and placement of permanent and
temporary haul roads, skid trails, recreational trails, water crossings and
landings. s designed, constructed, maintained, and/or reconstructed to reduce
short and long-term environmental impacts, habitat fragmentation, soil and water
disturbance and cumulative adverse effects, while allowing for customary uses
and use rights. This includes: A § On a side road to Amazon Road called Bear Trap Landing Road, DLLT personnel
+ access to all roads and trails (temporary and permanent), including recreational - : °
ral, and oft-road travel, i conirolled, ae possible, to minimize ecoiogioa pointed out that an old wooden bridge with timber footings was failing and needed
i a‘c N N " 1o be replaced. Some minor siltation in Amazon Brook, which it crossed, was noted
0223 Obs Open NFSS 654 2023-06-29 P i i because this was an old style open top bridge. DLLT is looking for funding to
 road density is minimized; asan )
f /18 T replace the entire bridge using concrete footings. They hope to complete this work
 erosion is minimized;
T before the next audit. No other failing, old bridges were seen on the DLLT
« sediment discharge to streams is minimized; : ¢
" the audit.
+there is free passage for aquati ;
« impacts of transportation systems on wildiife habitat and migration corridors are
minimized;
« area converted to roads, landings and skid trails is minimized;
 habitat fragmentation is minimized;
+ unneeded roads are closed and rehabiltated.
Generally up to this point after decades of being FSC certified, no outside
wood is handled by the FME. The auditor verified through interviews that all
. relevant personnel understood the CoC control system and their individual
FME shall have a CoC control systemin place to prevent the mixing of non-FSC - responsibilities. There was confusion, however, with 37 tons of firewood
certified materials with FSC certified forest products from the evaluated forest  purchased from the Maine Bureau of Public Land to donate to needy
CoC standard FSC- area, including: a. Physical segregation and identfication of FSC certified from  individuals during the winter. The wood was delivered to a landing where
0323 Obs Open STo0.004 21 2023.06-29 non-FSC certified material.b. A systemto ensure that non-FSC certified material  DLLT FSC certified wood had been decked. ME BPL did make an FSC

is not represented as FSC certified on sales and shipping documentation.
Note: If no outside wood is handled by FME within scope of certificate, mark as
N/A

certified claim on the delivery through their trip ticket and interviews
revealed that this firewood was not mixed with the DLLT wood although it
was a risky situation. DLLT has a FM/COC certificate and does not have a
separate COC certificate that would have allowed them to receive FSC
certified timber. Evidence of mixing was not present and DLLT did not make
FSC claims on the firewood donated to needy families.




