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Cementing a Conservation 
Legacy in Lakeville 

 

 In 2019, Downeast Lakes Land Trust, The Trust For Public Land 
(TPL), and members of the Lakeville community launched a 
collaborative effort to conserve a spectacular working forest on the 
shores of Sysladobsis Lake. Known as the Lakeville Expansion, this 
tract will be owned and managed in perpetuity by DLLT for wildlife 
habitat, public recreational access, and sustainable timber 
management. The 2,025-acre parcel contains significant lakeshore 
frontage on Lower Sysladobsis and Horseshoe Lakes, upland 
hardwood forests, and critical riparian habitat.  By springing into 
action and working with DLLT and TPL, local residents and visitors 
to the Lakeville area have cemented their own conservation legacy in 
the Downeast Lakes region. 
 DLLT is pleased to announce that the campaign to secure and 
protect this beautiful tract of land is nearing the finish line - with the 
desired outcome of being conserved in perpetuity!  The $2.7 million 
campaign for acquisition and stewardship funding has less than 
$45,000 left to raise.  With such a small percentage remaining, 
DLLT anticipates the project closing this summer or early fall.  The 
Lakeville Expansion received substantial support from publicly-
funded conservation programs, including $600,000 each from Land 
For Maine’s Future, North American Wetlands Conservation Act, 
and the U.S. Forest Service’s Community Forest Program, where the 
project ranked #1 in the nation for 2020.  In addition, the Lakeville 
Expansion received an overwhelming number of donations from a nationwide network of ardent supporters. 
 “My grandparents bought a small parcel on Lower Dobsis in 1928, and built a camp using logs harvested 
on site and local labor,” said Lakeville Committee member Van Wood.  “Their 47 descendants have all visited 
the camp and grown up with a deep love and sense of stewardship for the lake and forest. We celebrate DLLT 
and TPL for helping to preserve this very special area and to provide access to wilderness for future 
generations.” 
 With the finish line in sight, plans are being made for an event in Lakeville to commemorate the addition 
of this land to the Downeast Lakes Community Forest.  Many people have worked tirelessly to make this 
dream a reality, and DLLT and TPL are excited to honor their work and support of this conservation 
milestone.  To celebrate, we will be co-hosting a community celebration in Lakeville on Thursday, August 
5th, at 11 am.  Stay tuned to DLLT’s website and social media for event details and location specifics, and we 
hope to see everyone in Lakeville this summer! 
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A majestic stand of pine and hemlock looms 
large over The Narrows on  
Lower Sysladobsis Lake. 

Left: A rocky outcropping at 
the Lower Sysladobsis Lake 
Narrows.  The Lakeville Ex-
pansion contains more than 
2.7 miles of pristine shore-
line along Lower Sys-
ladobsis and Horseshoe 
Lakes, providing excellent 
habitat for wading birds and 
aquatic organisms. 



Remembering a Founding 
Director 

 

 Downeast Lakes Land Trust is saddened to learn of the 
passing of Jimmie Upham this spring at the age of 80.  Jimmie 
was a founding Board Member of DLLT and an instrumental 
figure in the organization’s early success.  Having retired to 
Grand Lake Stream with her husband Bob, the Uphams were 
very passionate about conservation in the Downeast Lakes 
region.  Jimmie served as DLLT Treasurer for several years, 
and helped the young organization tackle major conservation 
initiatives during the early days of the Trust. 
 “Jimmie was a quiet force, a true original on the first board of directors,” said DLLT 
Vice President Steve Schaefer. “She was always devoted to the mission and a fierce 
defender of the Trust, especially the lake shore.” 
 The family will hold a memorial at a future date and asks that in lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to Epworth United Methodist Church (NV) in her memory. 
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Giving New Life to a 
Historic Landmark 

 

 Rising out of mixed woodlands on a 
rocky hill in Grand Lake Stream, the Grand 
Lake Stream Fire Tower has stood the test of 
time. Built by the Maine Forest Service in 
1934, this landmark is the last wooden, 
enclosed fire tower in the State of Maine.  
But, as the saying goes—Father Time is 
undefeated. 
 Without a serious investment into 
restoring the structural integrity of the 
building, the tower would not be around for 
another 87 years. DLLT is excited to be 
partnering with the Grand Lake Stream 
Historical Society on tackling the historic 
preservation of the fire tower. We are 
currently working with a structural 

engineering firm to assess the scope of the 
restoration work, and chart a clear path 
forward to revive this enduring landmark that 
is such an important piece of local history. 
 “We have such fond memories up there,” 
says Sophie Melanson, local historian and 
daughter of the original fire tower warden. 
“Spring was always a busy time at the Tower, 
with dry conditions and many people coming 
up the hill to determine if the ice was out of 
West Grand Lake.  It’s such an important part 
of the town’s history.”  
 As you can imagine, restoring a building 
that is close to 100 years old is very costly.  If 
you feel a strong sense of nostalgia for the 
GLS Fire Tower, or a passion for the 
Downeast Lakes region, please consider 
making a contribution to this exciting 
partnership project by making a note on your 
donation to Downeast Lakes Land Trust. 



 Dear Friends, 
 

 Lately I’ve been thinking a lot about the 
concept of “home”, perhaps, in part, 
prompted by my own recent uprooting from 
the home I’ve made in Grand Lake Stream 
these past seven years, and the subsequent 
move to another Washington County home 
for my growing family.  After more than a 
decade of near-constant motion across many 
states, countries, and continents that I’ve 
called “home” for varying durations, I chose 
to settle in the Downeast Lakes region for 
more than twelve of the past twenty years – 
which is longer than any other home in my 
adult life.  Like so many people, I came for 
the forests, the fish, and the wildlife; I 
returned to conserve these things for others; 
and I stayed because, somewhere along the 
way, Downeast Maine grew to be my home.  
To my daughter, the Downeast Lakes region 
is the only home she has ever known, and 
I’m glad that she will carry her birthplace in 
Grand Lake Stream wherever life takes her.   
 I like the motherly advice that Kendall 
shares on page 7 (Springing into Summer 
Events and Saying Goodbye), which ties the 
notion of home with the memories created 
there.  At DLLT, we have enjoyed working 
with Kendall and forming memories with 
her over the past 18 months. While we’re 
sad to see her leave to pursue new 
adventures, we know that she will carry the 
memories of her friends and experiences in 
the Downeast Lakes region with her 
forever.  Like so many of us, she has tasted 
the unique magic of this special place.  
Thanks to the efforts of DLLT’s ardent 
supporters, it will always be here, unspoiled 
and waiting for her next visit. 
 As spring advances, I am also mindful 
of DLLT’s need to find a new home to 
spread our roots and advance our mission.  I 
must admit, the disruptions of the ongoing 
global pandemic have wreaked havoc on the 
projected timeline of our Headquarters 
campaign.  While still very much a priority 

for DLLT, limitations on travel and 
gatherings for fundraising caused us largely 
to shift our focus toward the Lakeville 
Campaign, whose success we’re so thrilled 
to share with you on Page 1.  Now as that 
campaign nears its goal, we turn to the 
Headquarters Campaign with renewed 
energy.   
 In addition to ongoing fundraising 
efforts, we are very pleased to be working 
with the services of WBRC Architects and 
Engineers in Bangor, generously offered to 
the project at a greatly reduced rate.  
WBRC’s team is helping us to adapt the 
design developed pro bono by Lewis 
Architects and Engineers of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, making it compliant with Maine 
building codes and the needs of our specific 
site.  This summer, we will be working with 
local contractors to prepare the site through 
earthmoving, utility installation, driveway 
construction, and breaking ground on the 
storage barn and bunkhouse.  As we close 
our fundraising gap, we expect to break 
ground on the main building in Spring of 
2022, and to move-in later next year.  While 
this is much slower than originally planned, 
we look forward to welcoming all of you to 
DLLT’s new home very soon!  Until then, I 
hope to see you in the forests and on the 
lakes. 
 

 Kind regards, 
 

 

 David Montague      
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President’s 
Message 

Corporate 
Partners  

     Corporate Partners support 
our vision for the economic 
and environmental well-being 
of Grand Lake Stream and the 
Downeast Lakes Region.  
These businesses made gifts 
in 2020, and are featured on 
downeastlakes.org through 
2021. 
     Other businesses contribute 
to Downeast Lakes Land 
Trust through their employee 
matching grant 
programs.  Thank you also to 
these companies, and to the 
donors who created the 
matching grant opportunities! 
 

Brook Trout ($1,000 +) 
• Bailey’s General 

Construction 
• Chet’s Camps 
• Hanscom Construction, 

Inc. 
• Machias Savings Bank  
• Grand Lake Canoe and 

Paddle 
 

Grand Laker ($250 +) 
• Davis Forestry Products, 

Inc.  
• Grand Lake Lodge 
• Johnson’s True Value 
• Leen’s Lodge  
• Pine Tree Store  
• Princeton Food Mart 

 

If you are interested in 
becoming a corporate 

sponsor of Downeast Lakes 
Land Trust, we are a 501c3 

non-profit meaning all 
donations are tax 

deductible. Please contact 
our Development and 

Outreach Manager, Colin 
Brown, at (207)796-2100 

for more information.  

Downeast  
Nature Note 

 

Northern Pitcher 
Plant 
 

Sarracenia  
purpurea  

 Not all plants get their nutrition and energy from the 
sun. Growing in nutrient-poor bog ecosystems, carnivorous 
pitcher plants have upturned leaves that create vessels to 
collect rainwater. When unsuspecting insects such as flies, 
moths, ants, and spiders stop by for a drink, they are unable 
to escape, and the plants absorb their nutrients through 
secreted enzymes. These incredible plants can be readily 
found growing low to the ground in fens and bogs, and in 
the domed bog near the Musquash Esker Trail. 
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DLLT Photography Contest Winners 

 We are proud to present the winning entries of the annual DLLT Photo Contest, highlighting the natural beauty and 
cultural history of the Downeast Lakes region. Winning entries were selected by Downeast Lakes Land Trust staff and 
the decisions were made with great difficulty.  Thank you to everyone who sent in their best shots, and we wish they 
could all be featured. Congratulations to all of the winners, and keep an eye out for next year’s contest! 
 

Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
                                            
                

          

Forests 

Sunrise-Sunset 

First Place - Julie Keyes 

Second Place - Olivia Freeman Third Place - Laura Schaefer 

First Place - Logan Johnson 

Second Place - Tobey Woodward 

Third Place - Tobias Freeman 

First Place - Liz Pierce Second Place - Caitlyn Lyons Third Place - Cecilia Stillings 
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Traditions 

Waterways 

Wildlife 

First Place - Grace Croonenberghs 

Second Place—Van Wood 

Third Place - Derik Lee 

Trail Camera 

First Place - Ryan Maker Second Place - Sue Whitely Third Place - David F. Irving 

First Place - Robin Barone 

Second Place - Scot Kelchner 

Third Place - Bill Yamartino 

First Place - John Redington Second Place—Keith Ramos Third Place - Cheryl Stabinski 
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DOWNEAST LAKES  
COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Get more information and keep up to date at 
www.downeastlakes.org 

 

History & Heritage 
 

June 12—Bird Talk, Rich Mac-
Donald. 7 pm 
 

June 13—Birding Walk, Rich 
MacDonald. 7 - 9 am.  Meet at 
Musquash Esker Trailhead. 
 

June 19—7th Annual Community 
and Forest Clean-up, w/ GLS 
ATV Club. Help beautify GLS and 
the Community Forest! 8:30 am  
 

June 21— “Conserving Vacation-
land” with Scott Andrews. 7 pm 
 

July 8—Book Talk: “The Lower-
ing Days” by Gregory Brown. 5 
pm 
 

July 29—“The Science of Forest-
ry” with Si Balch and Ernest Carle. 
9 am—12 pm (Driving Tour) 
 

August 5 - Lakeville Celebration, 
in Lakeville, ME. 11 am 
 

August 20—Land Navigation, 
with Mike Tuttle. 12 - 4:30 pm 
 

All programs will meet at the GLS 
School Building unless otherwise 
noted. 

Children’s Summer  
Programs 

 

Wednesdays, 9 am—Noon 
 

Free, weekly educational activities 
for children ages 6-16 (all ages wel-
come). Rain or shine! 

 

July 7: Discovering the Forest 
Hike: Meet at the WGL Dam 
July 14: Nature Art and Journaling: 
Meet at the WGL Dam 
July 21: Meet The Flintstones: 
Meet at the Musquash Esker Trail 
July 28: Field Day! Meet at the 
GLS School Building 
Aug. 4: Pontoon Boat Rides: AM 
& PM options - Must email cda-
vis@downeastlakes.org to register. 
Aug. 11: Cartography: Meet at Lit-
tle Falls 

Family Experiences 
 

A new series of family-oriented ed-
ucation programs, with something 
to learn for all ages! 

 

July 9: Geocaching Challenge - 
Meet at the GLS School Building at 
9 am. 
 

July 22: Nighttime Nature Experi-
ence - Meet at the Musquash Esker 
Trailhead at 7 pm. 
 

August 3: Naturalist-led Hike - 
Meet at New DLLT Headquarters 
(214 Milford Rd) at 1 pm. 

 

Races 
 

Wednesday—July 4 
 Race For Grand Lake Stream    
 3 mile run/walk. Register 8-
 8:30 am DLLT lawn. 9 am start. 
 Tubing GLS! 1 pm. 
 

Saturday—August 14  
 Baxter Outdoors’ Downeast 
 Lakes 5-Miler  Register 8:30-
 9:30 am Shaw St. 10 am start. 
 

Sunday—August 15 
 Annual West Grand  Lake 

 Race—Canoe/kayak race  for 
 all  ages and skills. Register 
 9:15 am on Shaw Street. 

DLLT Summer Book Club 
 

The Book Club meets at 10:30 am on the Grand 
Lake Stream Ballfield.  Each week is a lively dis-
cussion about a different book - join us! 
 

June 7: Nature’s Best Hope, by Douglas Tallamy 
 

July 5: The Hidden Life of Trees, by Peter Wohl-
leben 
 

August 2: Wildfire Loose: The Week Maine 
Burned, by Joyce Butler 
 

September 6: The Overstory, by Richard Powers 

DLLT Outdoor  
Film Series 

 

Presented by Downeast Lakes Land Trust, on the 
Grand Lake Stream Ballfield. Series sponsored by 
Machias Savings Bank. Popcorn is provided, and 
movie-goers should bring chairs, blankets, and 
drinks. 

 

July 30 - The Big Year - 8 pm 
August 6 - On Golden 
Pond - 8 pm 

***With the ongoing pandemic, we ask that program partic-
ipants please follow all CDC guidelines when attending 

DLLT programs. Thank you!*** 
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Springing Into Summer 
Events And Saying Goodbye 

By Kendall O’Connell 
 

 This past school year has been a creative one to say 
the least for DLLT. We continued working with local 
schools in the region, and by demonstrating the value of 
our high-quality education program, we were able to 
reach out to new grades, new home schoolers, and new 
folks from away to increase the diversity of our audience. 
 We tried out many new programs and forms of public 
engagement. We started a webinar series with Downeast 
Coastal Conservancy, created “how-to” videos for our 
YouTube page, and became well versed in delivering 
programs via video conferencing platforms. Overall, the 
past year has been quite the whirlwind, but in some ways 
has been quite the blessing. It forced us to make our 
lessons more universally accessible and equitable to 
learners all over the world via technological advances. It 
allowed for more flexibility in how we are able to work 
with our supporters and students going forward.  
 Leading DLLT’s education program has been 
exciting and challenging, but I regret to say that I will be 
leaving DLLT at the end of May for a new position. 
Typically, I would call my mom on the long drives that 
are typical of Maine, hoping that the reception would be 
good enough to have a conversation and to catch up. One 
of these talks happened a few weeks after I moved to 
Maine when I was still feeling a little unsettled at being in 
a new place, and she said to me, “The place you live will 
never feel like home until you start making memories 
there. Until then your home will always be in the past.” 
Don’t tell my mom, but she was right.  
 Over the past year and a half, I’ve certainly created 
enough memories to feel like home. There was the time I 
was checking a trail camera and was 20 feet away from a 
gorgeous bobcat. There was another time when I was 
upstaged by an eagle because I went ice fishing for the 
first time out on Big Lake, catching nothing but perch 
with an international school group. Or the time I got to go 
fin clipping at the hatchery. As I reflect on these 
moments, I am drawn to what A.A. Milne once wrote: 
“How lucky am I to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.”  Certainly, DLLT and Grand Lake 
Stream has helped in making this goodbye so hard.   

Words From The Woods 
By Ernest Carle 

 

 As Downeast Lakes Land Trust and The Trust For 
Public Land close in on the acquisition of the Lakeville 
Expansion project, we have commissioned a contractor to 
draft a new forest management plan for this exciting new 
conservation land. Working with land specialists and 
contractors, we are close to completing a thorough 
management plan draft, complete with a forest inventory 
and stand-typing map. After the Forestry Committee 
reviews and approves the draft plan, folks in Lakeville and 
surrounding communities will have a chance to add their 
comments. This 2,025-acre gem that we call the Lakeville 
Expansion of the Community Forest has multiple 
recreational and land management opportunities, and we 
anticipate great years ahead of practicing community 
forestry and conservation. Several neighbors and summer 
residents have already expressed keen interest in the 
mission of DLLT, and we encourage them to stay engaged 
as we develop this crucial management plan. 

 Because most of the Lakeville Forest is classified as 
being in an intermediate growing stage, no harvests are 
contemplated for several years. While we wait for trees to 
grow into maturity, there will be plenty of opportunity to 
improve public access, including taking a close look at 
road crossings where aquatic habitat can be improved and 
fish passage can be enhanced. Also, we have already seen 
some exciting locations for developing both water-access 
campsites, as well as scouting new hiking trails. The local 
snowmobile club grooms a trail the length of the property 
and ATV use is encouraged where appropriate. The East 
Shore Road is the main artery providing access for the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, which owns the land on the 
southern border, as well as the dozens of camp owners that 
make up our many neighbors. 
 We anticipate having a completed management plan 
drafted this summer, and will be accepting public 
comments on the plan before finalization. Stay tuned for 
more land management activities on this ambitious new 
project! 

A dense stand of sugar maple in Lakeville. 

**DLLT Annual Meeting** 
 

Picnic and Auction on the Shores of West Grand Lake 
 

Saturday, July 24 at 1 pm 
Rain Date: Sunday, July 25 at 1 pm 

 

We are bringing a few changes to this year’s event. In order to 
accommodate CDC guidelines, we will have a socially-distanced 
event at the end of Canal Street, with individual bag lunches and 
well-spaced picnic tables for families to sit together. Please bring a 
folding chair or blanket as table space may be limited. We have 
exciting items for the table auction and live auction, and we’ll report 
on all of DLLT’s conservation efforts during the past year. Please 
RSVP to lhunt@downeastlakes.org, or call (207) 796-2100. See you 
there!  
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Spearheading the 
Fight Against Milfoil 

 With the discovery of variable-leaf water-milfoil in Big 
Lake during the fall of 2019, it became clear that 
organizations in the Downeast Lakes region needed to 
spring into action.  The quick-spreading nature of this 
invasive species has created the need for an immediate and 
thorough response. 
 Downeast Lakes Land Trust is pleased to announce the 
formation of the Big Lake Milfoil Coalition, organized to 
fight against the spread of this new arrival to the Downeast 
Lakes region.  DLLT will be organizing this coalition and 
acting as the fiscal agent for all project funding 
contributions.  Joining DLLT in this ambitious partnership 
are Lake Stewards of Maine, the Passamaquoddy Tribe, the 
Grand Lake Stream Guides Association, Woodland Pulp, 
LLC, and Big Lake Campmeeting Association.  
 “The problem of invasive milfoil is too big and too 
important for any one organization to tackle alone,” said 
DLLT President David Montague, “which is why it’s so 
important for all of us to work together on this issue. With 
support from Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection and Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife, 
this local initiative is critical for protecting the lakes and the 
vitally important fishery.” 
 During the fall of 2020, volunteers from the Lake 
Stewards of Maine and the Maine DEP undertook an 
extensive survey effort, and DEP contracted with New 
England Milfoil, a private company specializing in milfoil 

removal, to remove infestation sites using scuba divers and 
suction devices that capture plant particles that could 
otherwise drift away and take root in other parts of the lake. 
While these measures showed some success in milfoil 
removal, we are still in the very early stages of the fight 
against this invasive plant.  The formation of this coalition 
will allow DLLT and partner organizations to spread the 
workload more efficiently, and collectively improve the 
fight against milfoil infestation. 
 In an effort to contain 
the spread, DLLT interns 
and volunteers will be 
performing courtesy boat 
inspections this summer at 
various launches on Big 
Lake.  Please do your part, 
and help the coalition stop 
the spread of milfoil by 
checking your boat for plant materials before transporting, 
and by cleaning, draining, and drying all surfaces and 
compartments before launching on a new waterbody.  The 
vigilance of local residents, boaters, and recreationists in 
the area is paramount to the future success of these 
collaborative efforts.   
 DLLT is busy fundraising to help with the costs of this 
removal effort.  If you wish to support the efforts of this 
coalition, please visit www.downeastlakes.org/donate and 
write “milfoil” on your donation note.  We hope that by 
catching this unfortunate infestation early and stamping it 
out, we will be able to protect Big Lake and the many 
beautiful lakes in the Downeast Lakes region for future 
generations. 

F o r es ts   
a n d  La ke s  
F o r  P e op l e  

F o r ev e r  
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