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Introducing the Storybook Trail at 
Downeast Lakes Community Headquarters 

  

 DLLT’s newest recreational resource and 
education opportunity, the Storybook Trail is a 0.4 
mile walking trail which connects to the existing 
Tower Hill Trail.  This new addition creates a 3.5 
mile “lollipop” loop trail opportunity that will leave 
from DLLT’s Community Headquarters, offering a 
great recreational asset for visitors and residents 
alike.   

 The unique feature of this trail will be the story 
boards that accompany hikers along the path.  As the 
trail name suggests, several signage boards will hold 
the pages of a children’s story for families to enjoy 
as they head into the Downeast Lakes Community 
Forest.  The first story chosen for the trail is The 
Canoe Maker, by Jean Flahive and Donald 
Soctomah.  A tale of local significance, the book 
follows the late Passamaquoddy birch bark artisan 
and canoe builder, David Moses Bridges, and his 
son Tobias on a journey into the forest to find the 

perfect trees and materials to build a traditional birch bark canoe.  DLLT worked with Soctomah and native linguists to 
translate the book into the Passamaquoddy language, which is still taught in the Indian Township School and spoken by 
many tribal members.  The book’s text appears in both English and Passamaquoddy along the trail’s length, offering a 
unique resource for learning about the cultural heritage of the Downeast Lakes region.  To keep the trail updated, DLLT 
will periodically change the signs along the trail to highlight different storybooks that are conservation focused or have 
ties to the Downeast Lakes region. 

 “Walking these forest trails brings back thoughts of my ancestors as they traveled here for thousands of years,” said 
Soctomah.  “Their voices echoed across the homeland, singing a hunting song or calling out to the animals.  The 
language of the Passamaquoddy is tied to the love of the land and water, that is why we hold on tightly to our language 
for the next generation.” 

 Using generous funding from the L.L. Bean Maine Land Trust Grant Program, trail construction began during the 
summer of 2020, spearheaded by DLLT’s summer staff working alongside local volunteers. This fall, students from Lee 
Academy volunteered with brush clearing and carpentry to help put the finishing touches on the trail.  With the 
assistance of DLLT staff, Susan Linscott’s class of students truly 
showed the meaning of 
“many hands make light 
work,” as they worked hard 
to get the trail finalized 
before winter set in. 

 A grand opening of the 
trail is planned for summer 
2021 to showcase the 
newest addition to the 
hiking opportunities in 
Grand Lake Stream.  
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Special Thanks 
Given to Lee 

Whitely 

 If you ask anyone who works in 
the non-profit world, they will tell you 
that volunteers are the lifeblood of any 

organization. The important work 
completed by Downeast Lakes Land 
Trust would not be possible without 
their tireless efforts.  This past 
summer, long-time volunteer, Lee 
Whitely, stepped down from his 
position as Vice President of  DLLT’s 
Board of Directors. 
 Whether serving on numerous 
DLLT committees, assisting with 
education programs, or breaking 
ground on new trails, Lee was always 
one of the first to step up to the plate to 
help.  His many contributions date 
back to the very early days of the 
Trust, and he has helped DLLT grow 
and advance into the organization that 
it is today.   
 Although no longer serving on the 
Board of Directors, Lee remains an 
active and engaged part of the Grand 

Lake Stream community and a good 
friend to DLLT.  Directors Steve 
Schaefer and Jeff Pierce have been 
elected as DLLT’s new vice presidents 
following Lee’s departure.  The board 
and staff thank Lee for his long 
service, and wish him good fishing and 
lots of adventures with the grandkids!  

Lee Whitely - using his booming voice and sharp 
wit to hold court as the auctioneer at the DLLT 

Annual Meeting. 

Future Changes in Road Access 
 

 This coming spring, there will be some changes to 
gravel road access. Beginning after the snow melts, all 
roads in the Downeast Lakes Community Forest will be 
closed to all vehicle traffic for the Spring Mud Season.  
Roads will be reopened on May 15th, or at the earliest date 
when conditions allow for safe travel. The roads will re-
main open and ungated at all other times of the year.  
 This change in road management is important for the 
future of the road system, and will ultimately have positive 
results for the long-term public access to the community 
forest. Each year, DLLT spends an estimated $15,000 to 
$20,000 repairing roads damaged by careless spring travel. 
By preventing the need for such repairs, DLLT will be 
able to make new investments that improve the overall 
condition of road surfaces and  provide better vehicle ac-
cess for everyone throughout the rest of the year.  

 In addition to concerns for road damage, this manage-
ment decision stems from concerns for public safety.  In 
2019 alone, the Maine Warden Service responded to three 
separate instances of stranded vehicles on DLLT roads 
during Mud Season. This is costly for the Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and potentially dangerous 
for the drivers involved. 
 Gates will be installed in late fall 2020, but they will 
remain open until the end of snowmobiling season.  All 
gate closing and opening dates will be advertised on 
DLLT’s website and social media at 
the earliest opportunity. We thank 
you for your understanding of this 
change, and your cooperation as we 
work to ensure safe and high-quality 
public access to the Downeast Lakes 
Community Forest. 



 Dear Friends, 
 
 It’s a tired cliché to point out just how novel and 
challenging the year 2020 has been.  We recount a litany 
of woes of all the things we’ve lost or all the things we 
want to do, but can’t.  As I look back on this unusual 
year, I want to remember the good things that have come 
from trying times: our triumphs, not our trials.  So let’s 
count our blessings. 
 Like many of you, I’ve found myself homebound far more often this year.  Video 
conferencing platforms like Zoom and Teams have become constant companions, and 
at times I still marvel at how technology has the power to connect us to a larger world 
and a wider circle of friends, even in remote Grand Lake Stream.  Just a few years ago, 
these platforms were so nascent as to be more glitchy gimmicks than useful aids to 
communication.  The past year would have been so much more challenging had I not 
been able to watch the livestream of my brother-in-law’s graduation, or the union of 
two friends who tied the knot on Zoom, or weekly video calls that allowed my parents 
to see their growing granddaughter!  And just as these technologies have comforted 
and supported friendships and families, so too have they opened new doors to share the 
message of DLLT and to connect with all of you, even when 2020 prevented so many 
of you from visiting us in the Downeast Lakes region.   
 Spending more time close to home has also reminded me of the many amazing op-
portunities for adventure in the local neighborhood, and I know I’m not alone in this 
discovery.  Local lodges found new customers right here in Maine who sought solace 
in the outdoors without the need for interstate travel.  In the Downeast Lakes region, 
they found open access, abundant fish and wildlife, trails, campsites, boating, swim-
ming, clean water, and unspoiled Nature.  In short, they found Forests and Lakes, For 
People, Forever!®  I have no doubt that the hospitality of our local businesses will 
make repeat visitors of many of these newcomers, because they found what we’ve all 
known all along: the Downeast Lakes region is one of Maine’s best kept secrets!   
 It doesn’t take a statistical survey to conclude that a lot of us picked up new out-
door hobbies in 2020.  Did you grow a garden this year?  I did, and I’ve never had such 
a hard time finding seed potatoes or onion sets!  A friend recently described to me how 
his pickup was backed-into three times this summer by new boat owners backing trail-
ers down the boat launch for the first time.  Area campsites were packed all season, and 
sales of ATVs and side-by-sides went through the roof at dealerships all over Maine 
this year.  We should all be glad to welcome these new recreationists into our midst, 
and mindful of the need to model good outdoors etiquette and to reenforce the value of 
conservation as a way to keep the forests and lakes beautiful and accessible for all.   
 Perhaps most of all, I’m grateful for the way this year has reminded me of one of 
the most important gifts of the outdoors: escape!  I may not be able to dine-in at a res-
taurant, go to a movie theater or a sporting event, or even have friends over for dinner, 
but I can always hop over the picket fence and escape into miles of forests, lakes, deer 
paths, and berry patches.  I know that not everyone has this luxury just outside the back 
door, but thanks to your support and generosity, the conserved lands of the Downeast 
Lakes region will always remain a place we can escape to when the troubles of the 
world become too heavy a burden.  Truly, we are all blessed to have such places to es-
cape to, and, together, we can ensure these places remain unspoiled forever.  
 

 Kind Regards, 
 
 
 

 David Montague         
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President’s  

Message 

Corporate 
Partners  

     Corporate Partners support our 
vision for the economic and 
environmental well-being of 
Grand Lake Stream and the 
Downeast Lakes Region.  These 
businesses made gifts in 2020, 
and are featured on 
downeastlakes.org through 2021. 
     Other businesses contribute to 
Downeast Lakes Land Trust 
through their employee matching 
grant programs.  Thank you also 
to these companies, and to the 
donors who created the matching 
grant opportunities! 
 

Brook Trout ($1,000 +) 
• Bailey’s General 

Construction 
• Chet’s Camps 
• Hanscom Construction, Inc. 
• Machias Savings Bank  
 

Grand Laker ($250 +) 
• Davis Forestry Products, 

Inc.  
• Grand Lake Canoe and 

Paddle 
• Grand Lake Lodge 
• Johnson’s True Value 
• Leen’s Lodge  
• Pine Tree Store  
• Princeton Food Mart 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 
corporate sponsor of Downeast 

Lakes Land Trust, we are a 501c3 
non-profit meaning all donations 
are tax deductible. Please contact 
our Development and Outreach 

Manager, Colin Brown, at 
cbrown@downeastlakes.org, or call 

(207)796-2100 for more 
information.  
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Invasive Species Remediation Efforts Underway in Big Lake 
 

 Local officials from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
(IFW) discovered infestations of variable-leaf milfoil (Myriophyllum 
heterophyllum), an invasive aquatic plant, in Big Lake in the fall of 2019. This is 
the first detection of this prolific aquatic invasive east of the Kennebec River, 
signifying a new front in the fight against invasive species in Maine and New 
England. Since the discovery in Clifford Bay, Downeast Lakes Land Trust has 
supported the ongoing, collaborative efforts between the Maine Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), Lake Stewards of Maine (LSM), the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township, and IFW. Although the COVID-19 
pandemic challenged survey efforts this past spring and summer, the partners 
have sprung into action in the fight against milfoil in the Downeast Lakes.  
 To help inform local residents and visitors to the region, DLLT was proud to 
host a live online presentation from LSM and DEP in June, educating 
recreationists on the hazards of the plant, what signs to look for, and how they 
can further assist remediation efforts. Later in the fall, DEP and LSM again 
teamed up for an online update on survey and removal efforts.  If you missed 
these presentations, they can easily be found on DLLT’s YouTube channel by 
typing “downeastlakes” into the search bar.  
 This summer, using generous funding from Maine DEP, DLLT conducted 
courtesy boat inspections at the public boat launch at Greenlaw Chopping 
Township and installed informational signage at boat launches throughout the 
Downeast Lakes region. Dozens of boaters volunteered to have their boats 
inspected by DLLT’s trained summer staff.  Fortunately, no suspicious plant 
material was found through these efforts. The cooperation of local residents and 
visitors was wonderful to see, as this infestation of milfoil will take the our collective efforts to achieve long-term 
success.  
 Throughout the summer, trained volunteers from LSM and the Hancock County Lake Association joined biologist 
Joe Musante of the Passamaquoddy Environmental Department and IFW Warden Brad Richard in initial survey efforts 
of high-risk areas in Big Lake, Long Lake, Lewey Lake, and Grand Falls Flowage.   
 During the fall, Maine DEP spearheaded a week-long, intensive survey of the lake, and contracted with New 
England Milfoil, a private company specializing in milfoil removal (photo by Brad Richard), to remove infestation sites 

using scuba divers and suction devices that capture plant particles that 
could otherwise drift away and take root in other parts of the lake. 
Several small infestation sites were targeted and removed entirely from 
locations in Big, Long, and Lewey Lakes, before concentrating on the 
primary site in Clifford Bay, in the southwest corner of Big Lake. While 
a great deal of plant material was removed, it will require constant 
monitoring and persistent, long-term removal efforts to contain the 
aggressive growth of this species. IFW has placed yellow buoys in 
Clifford Bay marking areas known to be infested with variable-leaf 
milfoil. These buoys are to prevent boat traffic from spreading 
infestations to other parts of the lake. We are asking that everyone 
respect these buoys and, if possible, do not enter Clifford Bay.  If you 
must travel in the Clifford Bay area, please clean your boat propeller 
before leaving the bay to avoid transporting plant material, and always 
clean, drain, and dry your boat hull, outboard motor, live well, tackle, 
and trailer before travelling to other waterbodies in the region.   
 While these measures showed some success in milfoil removal, we 
are still in the very early stages of the fight against this invasive plant. 
Ongoing efforts will continue in 2021, and for several more years, to 
monitor and remediate the situation. The vigilance of local residents, 
boaters, and recreationists in the area is paramount to the future success 
of these collaborative efforts. It is important for everyone who loves the 
Downeast Lakes region to come together to protect these treasured 
bodies of water for the enjoyment of future generations. 

Variable-leaf milfoil is an aggressive aquatic 
plant that can form dense mats that congest 

waterways and crowd out native aquatic plants.  



Downeast Nature Note 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird - Archilochus colubris  

 The only native species of hummingbird in the Downeast Lakes Community For-
est, ruby-throated hummingbirds are a small bird with a long beak, bright green back, 
and grey white undersides. Not surprisingly, males sport a vibrant, red throat. They 
have excellent flight control and maneuverability, beating their wings more than 50 
times per second! They prefer open woodlands, meadows, forest edges, and similar 
habitats. These tiny birds mostly feed on flower nectar and pollinate more than 30 
plants in the Northeast.  DLLT’s pollinator projects improve habitat for ruby-throated 
hummingbirds and many other pollinators in the Downeast Lakes region. 
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Working to Improve Native 
Pollinator Habitat -  
One Field at a Time 

 

 A central tenet of DLLT’s mission is to protect and im-
prove existing wildlife habitat, and where possible, create 
desirable conditions for new habitats to grow and thrive. 
DLLT’s sustainable forestry practices are use a method 
called “Focus Species Forestry,” an approach that protects 
habitat for a variety of animal species that act as 
“umbrellas” for the conservation of a range of other wildlife 
and plant species that have similar habitat needs.  
 In addition to terrestrial wildlife, DLLT has focused a 
great deal of resources on the improvement of aquatic habi-
tat. While the lakeshore conservation successes of DLLT 
are well known, significant work has been completed on the 
streams and brooks of the community forest. Through the 
installation of more than 35 bottomless arch culverts, long-
standing efforts have focused on improving aquatic species 
passage, strengthening road conditions, and building cli-
mate change resiliency to increased storm runoff.  
 This important work for the well-known fauna of the 
region continues, but DLLT has added a new dimension to 
habitat improvement in the community forest, focusing on 
much smaller animals: pollinators. While these creatures 
can sometimes be overlooked in wildlife habitat conserva-
tion, their effects on the landscape can be even more critical 
than their larger brethren. And with many species of polli-
nators in steep decline, it’s increasingly important to focus 
on supporting these foundation species.  
 Working with the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS), the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conserva-
tion, and generous financial support from the Horne Fami-
ly Foundation, DLLT has embarked on a path to restoring 
habitat for native pollinator species in the community for-
est. Using a customized seed mix containing more than 20 
species of native grasses and wildflowers, DLLT has par-
tially cleared and reseeded “Billy Brown Field” - the site of 
a former farm clearing on the outskirts of Grand Lake 
Stream. This field, located at the intersection of Little River 
Road and Fourth Lake Road, is the first location to estab-
lish flowering native species in support of insect pollinators 

such as monarch butterflies and rusty-patched bumblebees 
in the Downeast Lakes Community Forest.  
 These species are valuable for pollinating food crops 
like wild Maine blueberries, but they also serve a vital role 
as pollinators of forest plants including willows, cherries, 
naturalized apple trees, and many species of wildflower. In 
addition, many insect pollinators play vital roles in local 
food webs, providing nourishment for birds, fish, and mam-
mals.  
 DLLT has plans to continue these wildflower seeding 
efforts in the fields at the start of the Musquash Esker Trail. 
Along with the field seeding, DLLT will create a new 
Downeast Lakes region arboretum on the grounds of our 
new headquarters. This arboretum will serve as a tool for 
DLLT to share information about the native Downeast 
Lakes species and how they have created the landscape that 
we see today. Both woody and herbaceous species will be 
featured along with information about their traditional uses 
by indigenous people, early settlers, guides, and fishermen 
to survive in the unforgiving Maine woods. This display of 
human-landscape interactions over the last 500 years will 
allow our arboretum to become a place of heritage and 
plant biodiversity.  

Milkweed (like this GLS specimen) is an excellent source of food 
for native bees, and vital to the life cycle of monarch butterflies. 
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Planned Giving 
How To Make a Lasting Impact 

For Future Generations 
 

 Have you ever wondered how you can make a lasting 
contribution to the Downeast Lakes region, but worried that 
a large gift now might strain finances in your later years? 
Are you concerned that taxes and penalties might eat away 
at your assets and prevent you from using your money to 
meet your goals and interests? Do you want to leave a lega-
cy after your lifetime while realizing tax benefits now? 
Planned giving provides are variety of tools that can help 
you support the work you believe in while meeting your 
financial goals and plans for the future. There are numerous 
ways to convey this type of gift to an organization, and some brief examples include:  
 

Bequests  
 Rather than donating during your lifetime, you may choose to plan for a gift upon your passing by including 
Downeast Lakes Land Trust as a beneficiary under your will, trust, or other testamentary instrument. In a will or trust, 
you may choose to leave a specific dollar amount or a specific percentage of your estate to DLLT. You may also desig-
nate DLLT as a beneficiary of a specific asset, such as a life insurance policy or retirement account.  
 

Charitable Remainder Trusts and Charitable Lead Trusts  
 A Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) is a type of irrevocable trust that pays an income stream to an individual for the 
individual’s lifetime or for a specified number of years. At the end of the trust term, the remaining assets are paid to a 

charitable organization. The individual beneficiary can be 
any person of the donor’s choosing, including the donor or a 
member of the donor’s family. A Charitable Lead Trust 
(CLT) is similar to a CRT, but may be thought of as the 
practical inverse. The annual payments from the CLT are 
made to a charitable organization for the lifetime of an indi-
vidual or a term of years, and the remainder is paid to one or 
more individual beneficiaries. The annual payment to the 
charitable organization be structured as an annuity or 
unitrust amount.  
 

Grants from Donor Advised Funds  
 A donor advised fund is a special type of account – like 
a charitable investment or savings account – created by a 
donor for the purpose of making charitable donations to one 
or more organizations. Once assets are contributed to a do-
nor advised fund, the assets are outside of the donor’s con-
trol and may only be distributed to certain qualifying chari-

ties, and the donor is generally eligible for an immediate tax deduction in the year the contribution is made. The account 
is controlled by a non-profit organization called a sponsoring organization, which invests the assets and manages the ac-
count. Once an account is established, the advisor (often the donor) submits to the sponsoring organization recommenda-
tions for grants from the account to qualifying charitable organizations, and the sponsoring organization provides the 
grant to the selected organization.  
 
 As with any major financial decision, you should consult your estate planning attorney and tax professional to deter-
mine whether a bequest, trust, or agreement is appropriate for your circumstances. These lasting gifts make a major im-
pact on conservation efforts in the Downeast Lakes region, and support the success and long-term viability of DLLT. In 
addition, they can have numerous, substantial tax benefits for you and your heirs. You’re under no obligation to share 
your plans with DLLT, but if you are interested in a conversation about planning your future giving to Downeast Lakes 
Land Trust, please contact us at (207) 796-2100, or email dmontague@downeastlakes.org. We can direct you to re-
sources that will help you explore your options and choose a method of giving that’s right for you, and you’ll be helping 
to secure the future of Forests and Lakes, For People, Forever!®   

“In my older years, I have 
devoted a lot of my energy 
to the Downeast Lakes 
Land Trust, simply because 
I want the landscape and 
waters I have loved for sev-
en decades to remain beau-

tiful, productive, and valuable to the community. I 
want our own children, their children, and their 
children not only to inherit the bounty of the natu-
ral environment, but also my sense of obligation to 
the Trust and the neighborhood. I have thus made 
what I hope is a generous provision in my estate 
plan to help keep DLLT thriving.” 
  

          -Sydney Lea 



Downeast Lakes Conservation 
Award Winners 

 

 With the ongoing 
pandemic having altered 
many summer plans, 
Downeast Lakes Land 
Trust’s annual meeting 
and picnic on the shores 
of West Grand Lake was 
held in a virtual format.  
While things weren’t 
quite the same without 
the friendly handshakes 
and hugs, beautiful 
views, and excellent 
Maine Guide cooking, 

DLLT was still able to convey all of the great activities 
and exciting new projects happening in the Downeast 
Lakes Community Forest.   

 The DLLT Annual Meeting wouldn’t be the same 
without the awarding of the Downeast Lakes Conserva-
tion Award.  Since 2010, this award has honored those 
who have made extraordinary contributions toward the 
long-term economic and environmental well-being of the 
Downeast Lakes region of Maine.   

 This year’s recipients are two local organizations 
who do amazing jobs providing safe, sustainable access 
to the Downeast Lakes Community Forest. The 2020 
award was presented to the Grand Lake Stream ATV 
Club and the Grand Lake Snowmobile Club.  Whether 
improving trails, building public recreational access 
points, hosting work days, or holding outreach events, 
these all-volunteer clubs work with numerous local land-
owners to improve motorized recreation in the Downeast 
Lakes region.  With more than 81 miles of maintained 
trail, the GLS ATV Club works tirelessly in the spring, 
summer, and fall months to ensure a safe and fun experi-
ence for all riders.  When the snow starts to fly, the Grand 
Lake Snowmobile Club grooms 84 miles of trail in the 
Downeast Lakes Community Forest and beyond on the 
Maine ITS system. Both clubs emphasize safe and re-
sponsible motorized recreation in the Maine outdoors, 
and promote respect for private landowners and high 

standards of trail design and maintenance. Without the 
hard work of these tireless volunteers, recreational life in 
and around Grand Lake Stream would not be the same. 
 “Thank you so much,” said GLS ATV Club President 
Deanna Sainati. “This represents so many members that 
put so much time and effort into keeping this a beautiful 
place.  We really appreciate the recognition.” 
 Each club was awarded a handcrafted white ash ca-
noe paddle made by Dale Tobey of Grand Lake Canoe 
and Paddle.  The paddle was decorated with a wood-
burned design by local artist Michelle Burke.  These pad-
dles are both on display in The Pine Tree Store for every-
one to view.  
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Lakeville Expansion  
Project Update 

 

 As winter approaches in the Downeast Lakes region, 
DLLT is diligently working in concert with the Trust for 
Public Land (TPL) and area residents and campowners to-
ward the acquisition of more than 2,000 acres in Lakeville 
Township. The parcel, which is being sold by Lakeville 
Shores, LLC, has more than 2.5 miles of undeveloped front-
age on the northeastern shore of Sysladobsis Lake and the 
western shore of Horseshoe Lake. With fee acquisition by 
TPL, and ownership transfer to DLLT, the Lakeville Expan-
sion will be a great addition to the Downeast Lakes Com-
munity Forest, hosting a wide variety of wetlands, streams, 
and forest ecosystems. 
 Having raised more than $700,000, we are well on our 
way to reaching our goal of $2.75 million to complete the 
project.  Some fundraising highlights to date include: 
 

• The USDA Community Forest Program has granted The Lakeville 
Forest Project $600,000 toward the purchase price of the property. 
The project was ranked the #1 USDA Community Forest Program 
priority in the nation for the 2020 grant cycle, and was praised for 
its deep-rooted community support.  

• A $30,000 grant from The Conservation Alliance. 

• More than $70,000 in private donations from local supporters of 
conservation in the Downeast Lakes region.  

  

 This past summer, DLLT 
and TPL presented at the annual 
Lakeville Camp Owners Associ-
ation in Lakeville to discuss the 
project and outline future stew-
ardship of the parcel.  The out-
door event was very well-
attended, with a lot of valuable 
insight offered on the history of 
the property.  Throughout the 
fall, DLLT staff met with local 
residents and interest groups 
including the Mt. Jefferson 
Backcountry Trail Riders and 
the Quad County Snowmobile 

Club to discuss stewardship plans for the property, which 
will continue to be a working forest for wildlife habitat, rec-
reation, and a sustainable forest economy. Staff also led a 
public tour of the property, highlighting the proposed man-
agement of the parcel, along with potential future recrea-
tional aspects.  Throughout the Lakeville Expansion cam-
paign, the process is being guided by a DLLT campaign 
committee of area camp owners and residents who will pro-
vide ongoing local input on land management decisions.   
 We thank each and every one of the people that have 
been involved in this process, and we look forward to rais-
ing the remaining funds needed to acquire the property in 
mid-2021. If you would like to make a pledge or donation 
to this important land acquisition project, please visit our 
website at www.downeastlakes.org, or mail checks to TPL, 
30 Danforth St, Suite 106, Portland, ME 04101.  Be sure to 
note “Lakeville Expansion” in the subject line. 
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DOWNEAST LAKES  
COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Get more information and keep up to date at 
www.downeastlakes.org 

Upcoming History & Heritage Events 
 

December 14 
Annual Christmas Bird Count 
DLLT sponsors this annual citizen 
science outing in conjunction with 
The Audubon Society. Count at 
your feeders from home in GLS! 
For more details, email koconnell@downeastlakes.org.  
  

Virtual Education Content Coming Soon! 
 

With continued social distancing measures in place, 
DLLT will ramp up efforts to produce some exciting 
online videos that capture all things winter in the com-
munity forest.  Keep a lookout on Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and www.downeastlakes.org! 

Looking Ahead 
 

Summer Children’s Programs - July and August 
 

Baxter Outdoors’ Downeast Lakes 5-miler and the 
Annual West Grand Lake Race 
• Mid-August 

Community Events 
 

Other great community events will appear in DLLT’s 
summer newsletter.  
 

July 4th—Grand Lake Stream America celebrations  
 

July 24-25th– Grand Lake Stream Folk Art Festival, 
Grand Lake Stream Plantation.  
 

July 25th—DLLT Annual Picnic, West Grand Lake Shore  

DLLT Photo Contest! 
 

 DLLT is pleased to announce the start of this year’s 
DLLT Photo Contest. Show us your best photographs of 
the area! For official contest rules, please visit 
www.downeastlakes.org. All photographs submitted will 
be judged by a panel of DLLT Staff and Volunteers. Please 
email all submissions to: photo@downeastlakes.org. The 
deadline for submission is April 15, 2021.   
 Photos will be selected for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in each 
category and an overall “Best In Show” winner.  Winning 
entries will be featured in our summer newsletter and as 
part of a DLLT photography show in Grand Lake Stream. 
Good luck!  

DLLT Headquarters Campaign 
Getting Closer To 
The Goal 
 

 As you can see from this is-
sue’s cover article, with the addi-
tion of the Storybook Trail, great 
progress is being made at the site of 
the future DLLT Community Head-
quarters!  While the global pan-
demic has slowed our timeline for 
construction, fundraising efforts are 
going full speed ahead.  
 To date, DLLT has raised more 
than $500,000 of the $1.2 million 
campaign total, which places us nearly half-way to our goal 
(as you can see by the canoe paddle!).  We hope to break 
ground during the summer of 2021 by grading the site and 
preparing utilities prior to construction. 
 We are accepting donations for this exciting project in 
Grand Lake Stream by our online system at 
www.downeastlakes.org/donate, or you can send them in by 
mail at 4 Water Street, Grand Lake Stream, ME 04668.  Be 
sure to mark “Headquarters” in the subject line.  If you, or 
someone you know, would like to donate in-kind goods or 
services, please contact our office anytime at (207) 796-
2100, or via email at info@downeastlakes.org.  We are ex-
cited to have built fundraising momentum this year, and are 
looking forward to celebrating this community resource in 
2021! Third Place, Forests (last year), by Michelle Taylor 



Education in 
the Time of 
COVID-19 
 

By Kendall O’Connell 
 
 Traditionally, this is the 
time where we give out in-
formation about the highest 
number of participants at 
programs of the year, or 
highlights about what has 
gone on, but it doesn’t feel 
particularly appropriate giv-
en the circumstances this fall. I think the true value came 
from the qualitative lessons learned rather than the quanti-
tative achievements. This year is unprecedented in so 
many ways rooted really in one cause—we have not seen 
an international pandemic on this scale since 1918. Cas-
cading from this is a myriad of effects—economic, politi-
cal, and social. People are scared, and understandably so. 
This year could never be one where we reach uncharted 
numbers in terms of participants or programs offered, 
making any number I put out in this newsletter meaning-
less. We simply couldn’t continue with “business as usual” 
and it would have been negligent of us to do so.  
 Instead, this year forced us—in perhaps a beautiful 
way—to focus on 4 C’s in our community: cooperation, 
commitment, communication, and care. It forced us to care 
even deeper for the well-being of others (social distancing 
and masks to protect one another). It forced us to commit 
to trying new things we would have never imagined need-
ing to do (remote learning for all students at all schools). It 
forced us to communicate in ways we wouldn’t have clas-
sified as traditional—especially for environmental educa-
tion (invasive plant education via Facebook Live). It 
forced us to cooperate with each other to make sure every-
thing goes smoothly and safely in all aspects of our com-
munity which certainly meant a bit of give-and-take in 
terms of what we could do. While some of these changes 
were abrupt and rooted in a place of deep concern—
perhaps even fear—I think there is some sentiment in car-
rying the good aspects of this whole ordeal into the future. 
Would it be so terrible if we continued to care for each 
other? Would it kill us to cooperate with each other for the 
well-being of our community? Would we grow if we did-
n’t commit to trying new things? How else are we going to 
be reminded to communicate with each other in a way that 
everyone is really being heard?  
 It’s been certainly difficult to continue offering a high 
level of environmental education during COVID, but 
we’ve made it work by getting creative and remaining 
flexible. The education program is still alive and well, and 
we are committed to continuing to connect people to the 
natural and cultural heritage of the Downeast Lakes re-
gion. Stay updated with all the upcoming DLLT events at 
https://downeastlakes.org/events/. If there’s something you 
want to see happen on the calendar this spring, drop me a 
note at koconnell@downeastlakes.org. I hope to see you 
soon! 

Words From The Woods 
By Ernest Carle  

 

What Your Forester Sees 
 

 You might think that after forty years working in the 
woods, that your forester might get tired of the same old 
walk in the woods. In fact, the variety of experiences each 
day is part of the lifelong fascination that is alive and well 
in me and so many others in my profession. Imagine the 
excitement that I experienced during a close encounter 
with a bull moose that was walking a new section of the 
Musquash Esker trail in Sep-
tember (Photo). Even though 
we don’t try to manage our tim-
berlands with moose as a focus 
species, patch cuts for grouse 
and hardwood thinnings like 
those in our recent Sonny’s 
Lane harvest create great 
browse for moose. 
 Special harvest design is required before I present pro-
posals for harvesting in areas that currently or potentially 
have good cover for deer to survive a winter with much 
snow.  The goal in these deer management areas is to pro-
vide a closed canopy of softwood trees that can carry a 
“snow load” in their branches, meaning the snow isn’t as 
deep on the ground and deer can move around to feed or 
escape predators.  It may seem counterintuitive to cut trees 
in order to provide a dense, closed canopy, but by remov-
ing certain species that don’t carry snow well or individual 
trees that are competing with others, we can stimulate the 
growth of the remaining tree canopies, leading to a mature 
forest that supports deer much faster than if we left these 
areas alone.  As a forester who loves to hunt for deer, it is 
easy for me to be enthused about growing the number of 
acres that make good winter homes for deer in the commu-
nity forest. I still treasure a .44-40 Winchester that my 
Aunt Stella Chambers carried in these same woods around 
Grand Lake Stream. My granddaughter is helping to carry 
on the tradition of skilled women in our family who like to 
put venison in the freezer. 
 The harvest near Rolfe Pond a year ago is a good illus-
tration of several of DLLT’s general harvesting provisions 
that protect and enhance wildlife habitat.  For the first time 
in my career, I saw where a moose had browsed a small 
cedar pushed over in a skid trail. I had previously thought 
that cedar foliage was eaten only by deer. On much of the 
Rolfe brook harvest, the limbs and tops that are a by-
product of delimbing were used to fortify trails that went 
over soft soils. This method, as well as the leaving of 
snags and down woody debris, might cause the casual ob-
server to see a mess, but lasting benefits are enjoyed by 
preserving soils and providing habitat to ground dwellers, 
insects and birds. 
 Oftentimes, what looks like messy forestry is just part 
of the process to benefit that diverse wildlife of the com-
munity forest.  By seeing the forest like a forester, you can 
understand the long-term goals these “messy” processes 
help to reach.  Be sure to join us for one of DLLT’s peri-
odic forestry tours to learn more about the ways forest 
management supports healthy wildlife populations. 
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 This fall, Downeast 
Lakes Land Trust is bid-
ding a fond farewell to 
Lillian Bowen. Lillian 
served as DLLT’s Devel-
opment and Outreach 
Manager, expanding 
DLLT’s outreach pro-
gram by building upon 
new social media plat-
forms to spread the organ-
ization’s mission far and 

wide. In addition, Lillian was a central figure in fundrais-
ing efforts for both of DLLT’s ongoing campaigns to con-
struct a new community headquarters facility and to ex-
pand the community forest through the purchase of the 
Lakeville Expansion Project. Lillian has relocated to Mis-
souri to serve as the Development Coordinator for the non-
profit Agricultural Future of America, where she will con-
tinue to work in support of a natural-resource-based econo-
my. 
 “Lillian did exceptional work for DLLT,” said Presi-
dent and CEO David Montague. “She brought great energy 
and enthusiasm to the Development and Outreach Manag-
er position, and while we’re all happy for her and the new 

adventure she’s embarked upon, she’ll be greatly missed 
by all of us at DLLT.” 
 Taking up the reins from Lillian is a familiar face 
around Grand Lake Stream. Colin Brown is now serving as 
the Development and Outreach Manager, as he rejoined 
DLLT in late October. Having served as Education and 
Outreach Manager from 2015 to 2019, Colin is no stranger 
to the community forest and DLLT’s conservation efforts.  
 “It’s so nice to be back in Grand Lake Stream, contin-
uing to promote the region and protect the forests and 
lakes of such a special place in Maine,” said Brown. 
 “Colin has demon-
strated, time and again, 
his strong commitment 
to the mission of 
DLLT,” said Monta-
gue. “The board and 
staff are thrilled to 
have his talents and 
expertise back on the 
team, and we are eager 
to work alongside him 
in this new role.”  

Waving Goodbye and Saying Hello 


