
  In 2019, Downeast Lakes Land Trust, working with a 
group of concerned residents and campowners, and in collabo-
ration with the Trust for Public Land (TPL), launched an initia-
tive to acquire just over 2,000 acres in Lakeville Township. The 
parcel, which is owned by Lakeville Shores, LLC, has more 
than a mile of undeveloped frontage on the northeastern shore 
of Sysladobsis Lake. Hosting a variety of wetlands, streams, 
and forest ecosystems, the property quickly became a conserva-
tion priority for Northern New England. Now, after more than a 
year of hard work by volunteer committee members and staff 
from DLLT and TPL, the USDA Community Forest Program 
has granted The Lakeville Forest Project $600,000 toward the 
purchase price of the property. The project was ranked the #1 
USDA Community Forest Program priority in the nation for the 
2020 cycle, and was praised for its deep-rooted community sup-
port. This $600,000 grant is a keystone of the project’s fundrais-
ing strategy, laying a foundation upon which DLLT and TPL 
supporters can build in the coming months. In addition to the 
$600,000 community forest grant, to date the project has also 
received $30,000 from the Conservation Alliance and more than 
$20,000 in private donations.  
 
Having raised more than $650,000, we are well on our way to 
reaching our goal of $2.75 million. The Lakeville Expansion 
has become a key component of conservation in Maine. Our 
plans include:  
 
• The Trust for Public Land will be acquiring the land within two years and immediately transferring ownership to 

DLLT.  
• DLLT will add this tract to the Downeast Lakes Community Forest as the new Lakeville Forest Tract.  
• DLLT will ensure public access and economic opportunity by granting a working forest conservation easement to a 

third-party holder.  
• The process is being guided by a local advisory committee of Lakeville-area camp owners and residents who will 

provide ongoing local input on land management decisions.  
 
In the coming months, DLLT and TPL will be holding informa-
tional sessions and tours of the property. If you are interested in 
joining us on one of these tours you can email us at in-
fo@downeastlakes.org for more information. We thank each 
and every one of the people that have been involved in this pro-
cess and we look forward to the coming months. If you would 
like to make a pledge or donation to please visit our website or 
mail checks to 4 Water Street, Grand Lake Stream, ME 04668.  
Be sure to note “Lakeville Expansion” in the subject line. 
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 In Fall of 2019, local personnel from the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife discov-
ered variable leaf milfoil, an invasive aquatic plant, in Big Lake. This lake sits at the heart of the 
Downeast Lakes region and draws visitors from all over the world to enjoy the beauty of Maine's pristine 
waters. The threat of this invasive species taking over the waters of Big Lake and possibly spreading to 
other lakes in the region is very real. The closest variable leaf milfoil resides in a lake more than 100 
miles away, making this a drastic leap in the plant’s northern range.  
 
DLLT is collaborating with Lake Stewards of Maine, Maine Department of Environmental Protection, 
Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, The Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township, and private land-
owners to educate the public and stop this aquatic hitchhiker. Focused surveys of high risk areas in Big 
Lake will be conducted during the summer of 2020.  The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife has placed buoys in Clifford Bay marking areas known to be infested with variable leaf milfoil. 
These buoys are to prevent boat traffic from chopping or stirring the milfoil, which could then float to 
other parts of the lake and take root. We are asking that everyone respect these buoys and please be mind-
ful not to enter Clifford Bay, if possible. If you do fish or recreate in Big Lake, when taking your boat out 
at the ramp please inspect your propeller and other parts of your boat for any signs of vegetation. Wash 
and dry your boat before taking it to the next lake.  Curtesy boat inspectors sponsored by DLLT and sup-
ported by a grant from Maine DEP will be active at the Greenlaw Chopping boat launch this summer dur-
ing key times.  These inspectors will provide information to boaters and will offer to assist willing boaters 
with inspecting their vessels for aquatic hitchhikers.  Participation in boat inspections is encouraged, but 
entirely voluntary.     
 
Milfoil causes oxygen deprivation, killing fish and native aquatic species. It is important that we all work 
together to protect our natural resources, so that our children and grandchildren can enjoy them for gener-

ations to come.  
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Milfoil in Big Lake 

Left: Variable Leaf Milfoil photo 
courtesy of Lake Stewards of Maine Right: Aerial photo of Big Lake 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 
I write to you on a beautiful spring day in 
the Downeast Lakes region.  Indeed, the 
omnipresent beauty of this special place 
belies the challenging times faced by our 
nation, and the entire world.  Rural Maine 
largely has been spared the disruption and 
threat faced by many parts of the country.  
Nevertheless, we find ourselves deeply 
affected by concern for our local neighbors 
and friends far away, as well as the eco-
nomic impacts of reduced tourism, wide-
spread unemployment, and weakened fi-
nancial markets.  After a great deal of re-
flection, DLLT’s Board of Directors made 
the difficult decision to cancel many of 
this year’s large public events, including 
the Annual Picnic and General Meeting, 
formerly scheduled for July 26th.  This an-
nual celebration of the Downeast Lakes 
always marks a wonderful opportunity to 
break bread and hear from you, our friends 
and supporters, and we are saddened by 
this loss of your comradery.   
  
The Downeast Lakes have always been 
challenging places to carve a life out of the 
forests and waters, but, by fortitude and 
ingenuity, generations have met these 
challenges and called the region “home”.  
That strength in the face of adversity, that 
pioneering spirit that braves harsh winters, 
mud seasons, black flies, and stony ground 
– is the same quality that led a small, rural 
community to proactively form a land trust 
that protects its way of life and the forests 
and lakes on which that life depends.  I 
believe that same strength will see DLLT 
and the Downeast Lakes region through 
these difficult times, emerging stronger 
and even more resilient, and ready to face 
a new era of environmental and economic 
challenges in the region.   

 
Throughout recent months, the board and 
staff of DLLT have closely monitored the 
public health situation and its economic 
consequences.  As with much of the na-
tion, we foresee lean times ahead for 
DLLT.  A conservative approach to finan-
cial management and past windfalls have 
allowed us to set aside reserves for times 
such as these.  In the interest of stewarding 
these reserves wisely for what could be a 
long-term economic condition, DLLT ap-
plied for, and received, federal aid through 
the Paycheck Protection Program author-
ized under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act.  
This financial support has enabled us to 
maintain our usual high level of quality 
programs for habitat enhancement, new 
land conservation, outdoor education, and 
rural economic development.    
 

More than anything, current world events 
should remind us of the vital importance 
of conserving and stewarding natural plac-
es that provide us with an escape from the 
stresses of extraordinary times, and even 
our daily lives.  If these events have pre-
vented you from visiting us in the 
Downeast Lakes region this year, please 
know that your support of our conserva-
tion efforts ensures this unique resource 
remains unspoiled for you, and for future 
generations of hardy residents and visitors.  
The lakes are just as clear, the fisheries 
just as robust, and the forests just as restor-
ative as years past.  They will be here, 
along with DLLT and all your friends in 
local communities, for many years to 
come.  Until we meet again in the forests 
and on the lakes, I wish you a safe and 
healthy summer filled with outdoor excur-
sions that restore and sustain you, wherev-
er you may be. 

Warm regards, 
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President’s  

Message 

Corporate 
Partners  

     Corporate Partners support 
our vision for the economic 
and environmental well-being 
of Grand Lake Stream and the 
Downeast Lakes Region.  
These businesses made gifts 
in 2020, and are featured on 
downeastlakes.org through 
2020. 
    Other businesses contribute 
to Downeast Lakes Land 
Trust through their employee 
matching grant 
programs.  Thank you also to 
these companies, and to the 
donors who created the 
matching grant opportunities! 
 
Brook Trout ($1,000 +) 
• Bailey’s General 

Construction 
• Chet’s Camps 
• Hanscom Construction, 

Inc. 
• Machias Savings Bank  
 
Grand Laker ($250 +) 
• Davis Forestry Products, 

Inc.  
• Good-To-Go 
• Grand Lake Canoe and 

Paddle 
• Johnson’s True Value 
• Leen’s Lodge  
• Pine Tree Store  
• Princeton Food Mart 

 
If you are interested in 
becoming a corporate 

sponsor of Downeast Lakes 
Land Trust we are a 501c3 

non-profit meaning all 
donations are tax deductible. 

Please contact our 
Development and Outreach 
Manager, Lillian Bowen, at 
lbowen@downeastlakes.org 
or 207.796.2100 for more 

information.  



 We are proud to present the winning entries of the fifth annual DLLT Photo Contest, high-
lighting the natural beauty and cultural history of the Downeast Lakes region. Winning en-
tries were selected by Downeast Lakes Land Trust staff during a blind voting. We would like 
to thank everyone who sent in their best shots, and wish they could all be featured!  
 Because there will be no Folk Art Festival held in 2020, the “Best in Show” voting will be 
held via Facebook polling at the end of the summer. Congratulations to all the winners, and 
keep an eye out for the 2021 contest! 
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DLLT Photography Contest Winners 

Community  

First Place—Audrey Ammerman Second Place—Michelle Taylor Third Place—John Reddington 

Forests  

First Place—Ryan Maker Second Place—Olivia Freeman Third Place—Michelle Taylor 

Traditions 

First Place—Maya Woodard Second Place—Michelle Taylor Third Place—John Reddington 
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Sunrise-Sunset  

First Place—Michelle Taylor Second Place—Grace Croonenberghs Third Place—Leigh Escobedo 

Waterways  

First Place—John Reddington Second Place—Olivia Freeman Third Place—Tobias Freeman 

Wildlife 

First Place—Lori Millner Second Place—Audrey Ammerman Third Place—Emily Freeman 

Honorable Mentions: From left: T. Freeman(2), G. Croonenberghs, M. Woodard, J. Reddington, A. Ammerman. 
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Children’s Programs: 

July 7th through August 13th 

Explorations and Adventures is a free weekly ½ 
day program on Tuesday mornings across the 
summer, with natural history activities tailored for 
children aged 6-10 but with all ages welcome to 
participate. 

(July 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th and Aug. 4th, 11th) 

Serious Skills for Boys and Girls is a free weekly 
½ day program on Thursday mornings across the 
summer, with outdoor skills activities tailored for 
children aged 10-16. 

(July 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, and Aug. 6th, 13th) 

® 

DOWNEAST LAKES  
COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Get more information and keep up to date at 
www.downeastlakes.org 

2020 Events 
 

June 6th—Community Forest Clean-up Day, 
8:30AM Meet at GLS Ballfield, follow social distancing. 
 
June 16th—Milfoil: What does it mean for Big Lake? 
Held in collaboration with Maine Department of Environmen-
tal Protection and Lake Stewards of Maine. Join us via Face-
book live at 6pm, there will be opportunity to ask questions. 
 
July 5th and 6th—Learn to Fly Fish, 
9AM-12PM each day. With Jeff Perry, a Fly Fishers Interna-
tional (FFI) Certified Casting Instructor (CI). 
Call for reservations, limited number of spaces. 
 
July 8th—Orienteering, 
With Registered Maine Guide Al LaPlante; meet at the West 
Grand Dam. Two sessions available 9-12AM and 1-4PM.  
 
July 10th and 24th—DLLT Book Club, 
4PM. 1st Book to read Archaeology from Space by Bangor 
native Sarah Parcak. Meets every other Friday in July and Au-
gust.  
 
August 3rd—Lakeville Forest Tour,  
2:30PM. Meet at the mailboxes on East Shore Road  
in Lakeville. 
 
August 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th—2020 Summer Outdoor  
Film Series 
At sunset. Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, meet at the GLS 
Ballfield (canceled in event of rain). Films will occur every 
Friday in August, check the DLLT website for information. 
 
August 8th—Forest Bathing  
9AM. Meet at Trail to Tomorrow (park at West Grand Dam) 
for a forest therapy guided walk with Jeanna Christie, a certi-
fied forest therapy guide and registered Maine guide. 

 
All programs will meet at the GLS school building unless otherwise noted. 

 

Due to the current circumstances please follow Maine 
CDC recommendations when participating, including:  
 
-Practice Social Distancing  
-Wear a mask when contact is unavoidable   
-Please do not attend if you are feeling unwell or experi-
encing any symptoms  
-Quarantine for 14 days upon arrival in Maine 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
DLLT is very sorry to have to cancel 
the following events: 

• 4th of July Race  

• August 16th West Grand Canoe 
Race  

• 2020 DLLT Annual Picnic 
(normally the last weekend in July). 

 

 



The things I 
didn’t say:  
Education  
in a time  
of uncertainty 
 
By Kendall O’Connell 

 

 Earlier, I was thinking about how to go about writ-
ing an update about the educational programs in this 
unprecedented time and was feeling a little discouraged 
by the task. So many different things beyond my control 
are going a different direction than anticipated. Had I 
known the COVID-19 virus would turn into an interna-
tional pandemic as fast as it did, I’m sure my last les-
sons in person with students at schools would have 
gone a little differently. In deference to that—here’s 
what I wish I said to those students:  
 I worked for a woman a number of years ago in 
Vermont whose mantra was “You never know when 
you’re making a memory.” I rolled my eyes, too, every 
single time she said that—I was over it. I didn’t really 
think it was that important to pay attention to. It didn’t 
really make any sense to me until recently.   
 Normally, on my desk at work, I have two framed 
photos: one is of the first fisher I ever got on a trail 
camera in Maine and the other is a radio tagged wood 
turtle from my research site in New York. I know what 
you’re thinking—most people have photos of their fam-
ilies or friends—which is true. Each photo represents a 
different goal in my life. Each represents an impactful 
moment that has influenced my life that I wouldn’t have 
predicted when they happened. Fieldwork has provided 
me with some of the best friends and best memories 
I’ve ever had in my life. They proved to be the most 
inspirational times in my life so far helping shape the 
decisions I made moving into the future.   
 Here we all are as a society on the cusp of some-
thing monumental with the COVID-19 virus. We may 
not know how it will, but these moments are the ones 
that will change our lives forever in the long run. We 
get the lucky opportunity to spend more time with the 
people we live with. We get the chance to explore more 
beautiful places out in these Maine woods. We get the 
chance to try many new things we wouldn’t otherwise 
have time to, like learning to fish. We get the chance to 
find something we are passionate about with the luxury 
of having the time to pursue it. These are the moments 
memories are made of. Cherish them—try not to take 
them for granted. It’s okay to be scared in this situa-
tion—there’s so much we don’t know about the future.  
Try your best to stay optimistic. It’ll be hard, but I be-
lieve in you.  

 

Words From 
The Woods 

By Ernest Carle  
 

 DLLT has one of the 
best forest management 
plans that I have seen in 
my forty years of being a 

forester. Here at DLLT we 
use focus species forestry, which takes into account the 
importance of habitat improvement and conservation, 
while ensuring the marketability of the forest products. 
This balance elevates our mission of contributing to the 
long-term economic and environmental well-being of 
the Downeast Lakes region.  
 One of our most recent management projects is lo-
cated just on the outskirts of Grand Lake Stream along 
Daugherty Ridge adjacent to Fourth Lake Road. This 
work is being done for the health of the northern hard-
woods habitat it provides for species like the Black-
Throated Blue Warbler. According to the Audubon So-
ciety the Black-Throated Blue Warbler benefits from an 
increase in understory growth density. In order for that 
level of density to be accomplished, marketable timber 
is selected and harvested to allow for sunlight to reach 
the forest understory. The Black-Throated Blue Warbler 
is just one of the focus species DLLT manages our 
55,678-acre community forest for, among more than 
180-species of birds that reside in the Downeast Lakes 
Community Forest. Along with providing designated 
habitat for the warblers, the crop tree release encour-
ages acorn production from red oaks, providing future 
feed and cover for understory-dwelling species. As part 
of this process USDA Natural Resource Conservation 
Service and Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife have 
reviewed the release plan, and NRCS has also provided 
funding for the project, which is integrated into DLLT’s 
long-term goals for the property.  
 Though work has slowed at the site, please do not 
approach the contractor or any equipment in the area. 
Use caution when traveling Little River or Fourth Lake 
Road. Machinery or chainsaws may be heard from 
Grand Lake Stream town limits, but keep in mind the 
contractor will not be operating early in the morning or 
late at night. DLLT is working very diligently not to 
disturb the use of the road and surrounding area. Please 
do your part by respecting the contractor and abiding by 
all posted signage.  
 Any hardwood left lying after the contractor has 
finished and moved off-site will be available for free by 
obtaining a firewood permit at the DLLT office. If you 
have any questions about the harvest or how to obtain a 
firewood permit please email Ernest Carle, Managing 
Forester for DLLT, at ecarle@downeastlakes.org.  
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Downeast Nature Note 
 

Fisher (Pekania Pennati) have beautiful dark fur on a stocky looking body. Although many peo-
ple call fisher “cats,” they actually belong in the Mustelidae or weasel family, making them a 
closer relative to the river otter (Lontra canadensis) than cats. They like to live in riparian zones—
areas next to waterways—with fallen logs or debris, standing snags, and hollowed trees to occupy. 
You can find riparian zones across the community forest. Fishers are good at climbing, although 
they spend more time terrestrially, or on the land. Sometimes people mistake fishers for bear cubs 
up in trees, but if you look closely fishers have longer tails and slender bodies. During the sum-
mer, fishers are nocturnal or crepuscular (active during dawn and dusk) and in the winter are diur-
nal. This mesocarnivore eats a diet of primarily meat supplemented with occasional fruits. They 
have a uniformly dark colored fur to aid in camouflage. 

New Community Headquarters Pushes Ahead Amid COVID-19  
 

In past newsletters, we have introduced to you the new Downeast Lakes Community Headquarters, 
which will serve as a recreational destination for the Downeast Lakes region. The global pandemic 
has slowed our construction timeline, but campaign fundraising is well underway, and site prepara-
tion will begin this summer.  We are excited to have received support for the project from numer-
ous individuals as well as leadership grants from the Maine Timberlands Charitable Trust, Elmina 
B. Sewall Foundation, the Maine Community Foundation, and many other charitable philanthro-
pies.  To date, the project raised more than $400,000, putting us a third of the way to our goal of 
$1.2 million.  
 
We will break ground this summer by grading and preparing the site, and by preparing utilities, 
well, and septic.  If you or someone you know would like to donate in-kind goods or services, you 
can contact our office anytime to discuss the potential for giving. We also are accepting donations 
for the building online or by mail at 4 Water Street, Grand Lake Stream, ME 04668. Please earmark 
your donation with “Headquarters,” so that we can direct your donation to the appropriate fund.  
To learn more about the headquarters project, visit our website at www.downeastlakes.org and 
click on the news tab. We are excited to begin this journey with the community—be on the lookout 
for informative signage at the property site this summer!  

Thanks to Lewis Architects of 
Little Rock, AR for the beautiful 

renderings.  


